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Dear PA FCCLA chapter advisers and members,
    Hello again!  I hope that the last e-alert served as good use for your chapter.  This month I am going to talk about STOP the Violence.  STOP the Violence is an FCCLA national program that promotes awareness of youth violence and teaches students how to recognize, report, and reduce youth violence.
    The third week in October is National Safe Schools Week. This fits perfectly with STOP the Violence.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, more than 1 million students in the United States take a weapon to school with them each month and more than 1.3 million get threatened with a weapon each year.  National Safe Schools Week provides the opportunity for kids to speak out against youth violence and come up with ways to keep their schools safe.  Along with participating in this, there are contests going on.  For middle schools, students can design a t-shirt that shows the SPEAK-UP hotline (1-866-SPEAK-UP) and website (www.speakup.com).  The t-shirt must also include a symbol, pattern, or an image that is eyecatching and contains a message promoting youth safety.  For high schools, students can enter a poem, story, song, or rap that expresses their view on school violence and safety.  Any form of writing is accepted and submissions can be fictitious or factual.  The entries are meant to encourage kids to speak out against school violence.  Entries can be emailed to speakup@paxusa.org or mailed to- 

STUDENT DESIGN PROJECT PAX

Real Solutions to Gun Violence

100 Wall Street, 2nd Floor

New York, NY 10005
    Here are some statistics according to the Beneson Strategy Group Student Survey, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System: US Center for Disease Control and Prevention, "Safe School Initiative" developed by the US Secret Service and the US Department of Education, and "Will They Tell? Weapons Reporting by Middle School Youth" Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice.

· Over one million high school students in America take a weapon to school at least once every 30 days. ** 

· 1.3 million high school students are threatened or injured with a weapon on school property at least once every year ** 
· 81% of school attackers tell someone of their plans beforehand *** 

· 70% of youth said they would report another student who brought a weapon to school **** 
· 83% said they would report another student if they could do it anonymously **** 

· Over 50% said they would definitely or probably report even if people might think they were a snitch or a tattletale **** 
· Only 3.3% said they would never report a weapon threat **** 

· 52% of students know of an incident where someone brought a weapon to school. Of those, 61% did nothing about it * 
· Over 75% of students in homes with guns know where a gun is hidden * 
· 52% of students could get a gun if they wanted one. 35% could get one in less than a week. 15% could get one in less than a day * 

    If you want more information the website is www.safeschoolsweek.org. I encourage anyone to get involved with this especially if your chapter is doing STOP the Violence as their national program.  Hope this information is helpful and have a great October, well, what is left of it!

                                                                                         Sincerely, 
Lalitha Durlin 

PA Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America 

Vice President of National Programs 

October 2009
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